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To

Letter Tb The Editor

Democracy And The Gandhian Way

The EJilor, Forward Bloc

Si1n,

Since the Calcutta meeting of the
A.IC.C, there have been tall talks about
democracy in the higher circles of the

Congress. Statement after statement is
being issued by the present leaders. It

seems they are bent upon teaching the

theory and practice of democracy to all .

and sundry. Yet, inspite of all this, it is
curious that the leaders themselves are of
different opinions. Not only different,
but diametrically opposed to one another,
in theory and practice, both. For example,
that Plato of the Gandhian philosophy,
Shri Rajgopalacharya opines : “Democracy
implies that the power of administration
should be vested in the hands of a select
few. Self-government implies discipline
and willing submission to the excrcise of
authority by a select few. Power can

"pass only from one set of people to

another’; it cannot pass into the hands of
all people.” On the other ‘side the
Socrates Mahatma is emphatic on the

point. He wants that the Congress should -

move in his, onc individual way. He
declares that either the Congress should
accept his line, otherwise......... The matter
does not end here. Other disciples of

" Socrates and Plato are alert and alive.

Sijt. ‘Satyamaurti and Dr. Rajendra Prasad
also do not keep silent. It is surprising
to note that those who are out to teach
democracy to others are not at one
amongst themselvés, We would ask them

to set their own house in order first and .

then proceed further.

“Aristotle has been called s practical
philosopher and he was also a master of
Alexander the Great. Acharya Kriplani,
General Secretary of the A.LC.C,, certainly
holds a responsible post and his statements
should be given due consideration. He has
‘come out with a Iohg statement regarding
democracy and the present crisis inside
the Congress. He writes: “Democracy,
if it means anything, means that, right or
wrong, the will of the majority must
prevail” Quite so. But it is essential

that before declaring its will, the group in
power should prove that it is- there with
the consent of the majority. More so, if
it is challenged.. The present Congress
President who appointed " the. Working
Qbinmittée and the. General Secretary,
should first prove thatwh‘e""é‘di'fﬂtmxands’ the

confidence of the majority, and that he is .

derhocratically - eleated. The Congress
constitotion requires that the President
shall be elected by the delegates™ to the
annusl session of the Congress. . But the
fact in this case is quite otherwise. It
was Sjt. Bose who was elected by the
delegates. They alone could remove him
and elect any other President. This is
the only and perfect democratic way. But
this was not done. And Prof. Kriplani
talks of democracy in theory and practice.
If the General Secretary really believes
in democracy, let him first call the meeting
of'the delegates and prove the case of the
majority and then talls of the “will.”

" Acharya Kriplani has confused the
Congress with a parliament, and that 'is
why he talks of government,. cabinet,
alternate rule and subjection ete. All this is
irrelevant. It must be made clear to all
that the Congress is nelther a parliament
nor a government as yet. It aim is not
to carry on the government in a somewhat
reformed way like that of the parliamen-
tary parties, Congress is a fighting
organisation whose aim is to overthrow
the present British imperialist State of
India. ’

Further, the ‘General Secretary writes

that the Congress committees and office-
bearers of such committees = cannot
condemu or criticise any act or resolution
of the A.LC.C, hecause “the will of the
central organisation can be carried out
only through the office-bearers of the
local érganisations”. In this. connection
it may be mentioned that the local

committees can - carry out any resolution

only after their opinion on the ‘matter has
been taken. True, that it is their duty

1o obey and carry out these resolutions,

but it is also equally true that they should

havé a- right to express their opinion on -

any matter before they are asked to carry

it out. But what is done in the présent
case ? The resolutions are super-imposed
upon the local organisations, perliaps
against their wishes., This is the p'r/actice
of the democracy which the General

. Secretary of the Indian National Congress

‘wants us to follow !

As Acharya Prof. Kriplani himself has -

_admitted “while a local committee repre-
- senits parts of India, the A.I.C.C, represents
- whole of the country. The localcommittees

are, no doubt, autonomous bodies but only
8o far as local affairs. are concerned.. As
far as the general policy and work for’
the whole of India go, thelocal units are
the agents™ of the: central All-India
organisation démocratically elected by
the whole of the Indian nation including
the States” Taken id this light the
Satyagraha resolution of the ALC.C, is a
most undemocratic one. . It deals with
local affairs. The Satyagraha which is
resorted to by peasants and workers
against local zamindars and ‘mill-owners
is not a general policy or a work for the
whole of India. Nobody wanted that an
all-India Satyagraha should be started
just now without the verdict of the whole

“nation. When you have prohibited action

in local organisations dealing with purely
local matters, where is the local autonomy ?

The Provincial Congress Committees

‘have sent the ministers to the legislatures.

Tt is the former who truly represent the
voters of the province, and therfore it is
only democratic way that they should
control the Ministries. But no; the
Gandhian democracy is of a  different
kind. By passing a resolution it has
subordinated the P.C.C.s to the Ministries.

Every section or-group, other than
that in power, is strongly of the opinion
that this is the most suitable vime to
Jaunch an offensive against British
Imperialism. They are so certain of
their opinion that.all' of them want a
plebiscite. If the Working . Committee
sincerely believes and practises democracy,
as the General Sccretary wants us to

* believe, why not hold a plebiscite and

decide the matters once for all? Demo-
cracy demands that.

B.K. 'PANDEA

Nainital
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